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The Feast of Triumph and Revival

The resurrection of Christ is the feast of triumph and revival.

While Christmas announces the Incarnation of the Savior, Easter proclaims the fulfillment of
the Redemption.

Christmas is the beginning of our salvation. In those days, nobody, apart of the pastors and
magi, knew about the happening of the greatest event of humanity. Only thirty years later the
incarnated God began to reveal Himself, proclaiming His new doctrine, gathering His disciples,
achieving miracles, submitting Himself to persecution and death and, at last, crying from upon the
cross: “All is consumed”, signifying that the goal for which He came in the world was fulfilled.

The cross is the summit of Christ’s love, the supreme criterion of love “There is not greater
love than to give his life for his friends”, He said.

Yet all these events would be worthless and without any consequence absent the last stage of
Christ’s earthly life: the resurrection. Upon that fact was founded His doctrine, and from that miracle
it was receiving its strength and credibility.

The apostle Paul very clearly and strongly explains this reality: what would serve to our faith,
and upon what our hope would be founded if Christ was not raised?

Indeed if Christ were not raised, His deeds, His words, His entire life would be reduced to
nothing, for He Himself had put His resurrection as a condition and guarantee of the truth of His
word. So many times He had declared that he would suffer and die, but rise again, and do this with
His own will and power.

For without the Resurrection, Paul argues that our faith is sterile, our preaching deprived of
meaning, and that we would have misled ourselves and others if Christ has not been raised from the
dead. In other words, as he would say to his followers: “If you don’t agree that Christ has raised, it is
better that you renounce to be Christians”.

To be consistent with ourselves, we must ask this question: Is it logical to believe in God and
refuse the Resurrection of Christ? That would be absurd, and we would contradict ourselves,
doubting that the One who had created from nothing all living beings, is able to pull them also from
death to life.

Yet there are men who in these more educated times become more critical and demand
scientific proofs of the Resurrection of Christ, otherwise it will remain for them an enigma and
classified as a legend.

Christian faith never professed nor taught that Resurrection is a part of the scientific domain.
Church proclaims faith, not science. Yet her authority is never diminished for that, nor the
fundaments of her teaching are shaken .

Indeed, faith and science are values belonging to different fields and levels. While science
establishes its definitions on material, tangible elements, faith appeals to the witness of credible and
trustworthy beings. Nobody can deny the conclusions of science when they are built on serious
arguments, while it is always possible to refuse the truths of faith when the honesty and veracity of
those who proclaim them is arguable.

We do not earn any merit by believing in the data of science, because, willing or not, we are
obliged to accept them because of furnished proofs; however, trusting to faith’s proposals, we do earn



merit, for we freely acknowledge that the one who is teaching them is honest and truth-speaking; by
believing in the articles of faith, we deserve the teacher’s friendship and, in spiritual field, the proper
reward.

Concerning the Resurrection of Christ, who can testify to its veracity?

Christ himself, first. Because He said several times that He will be betrayed, condemned to
death and crucified, but He also promised will rise from dead after three days.

Is this enough to push us to believe?

Yes, but conditionally; it depends on the faith: if we believe in the divinity of Christ, there is no
other issue than to believe also in His resurrection. A non-believer cannot accept the Resurrection.

Then follows the witness of the apostles. They did it not by words only, but by shedding their
blood. Who sacrifices his life for the sake of a hallucination or an illusory event? What were they
earning by witnessing for the resurrection of a dead, especially in front of people full of hatred , who
were looking for an opportunity to persecute them and get rid of them? Yes, they have been
rewarded, but how? By the supreme gift of love, the reward of martyrdom.

The Resurrection, the feast of triumph, is also the feast of hope. The hope that inspires us with
the certitude that we also will be raised. This is an article of faith. A faith that gives us the conviction
that Christ not only gave back life to Himself, but grants us the assurance of our own resurrection. Is
there any more comforting and consoling vision than this, in order to make this transitory and illusory
existence more significant and deserving to be lived?

Yes, if He has risen, we also will raise with Him!
+ Manuel Batakian, eparch



